
Bilious vomiting drive through contrast 
study flowchart

Refer EARLY to KIDS NTS for advice - 0300 200 1100

Flowchart for neonates with bilious vomiting (>35 weeks and <48hrs old; not ventilated and no 
requirement for CPAP/High flow; no other GI abnormalities).

Babies currently in an NICU who are > 48 hours old may be accepted for drive through contrast at NTS consultant discretion
Referral Hours: 9am - 10pm

Author - BG/AP. v1.2.1 updated Jan 2026

Referral received by Surgical 
Registrar and baby requires 

a contrast study

Surgical Registrar to 
make online tertiary 

bed request

If capacity issues at 
BCH, confirm backup 

bed is available

- Neonatal Consultant to make KIDS NTS referral.
- KIDS NTS to create BCH hospital number and 
contact Surgical Registrar.
- Surgical Registrar to book contrast study with 
request form and leave in radiology.

KIDS NTS liases with BCH 
radiologist about the convenience to 
perform a drive through + provides 

direct phone contact number

KIDS NTS CAN attend 
immediately

KIDS NTS CANNOT 
attend immediately

Decision to defer 
contrast study until later 
or transfer to a surgical 
bed via normal pathway

Dispatch KIDS NTS to referring 
hospital to retrieve

KIDS NTS arrive at BCH and 
report directly to radiology

CONTRAST COMPLETED and 
Surgical assessment to take 

place

Positive scanNegative scan Inconclusive or 
abandoned scan

Surgical team updates 
PEPRH  and KIDS NTS 

transfer back to 
referring centre

Baby to be transferred to a 
holding or allocated bed. 

Always keep 
RADIOLOGY 
up to date on 

arrivals or 
delays to 
process

KIDS NTS to inform 
Surgical Registrar 
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Surgical assessment to 
dictate further plan

Surgical Registrar will 
inform the BCH clinical 

co-ordinator


